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Eutrophication as a 
hydrosocial problem

● Land-sea continuum?
● Local struggles
● Scientific controversies
● Local-global industrial networks
● Lack of effective public action
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The Mar Menor

135 km2, watershed 1270 km2

Sub-desert Mediterranean context (300 ppm)

Biodiversity & tourist hotspot

Intensive export-oriented agriculture

Intensive urban development

Open mining, now abandoned

Floods
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Scientific-
political 
controversies
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Social conflict 
over the role 
of agriculture
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Fish death events 2019, 
2021

Major social reaction

Algal blooms 2015, 2016

Fish death 2019, 2021



Eutrophication is an underexplored 
wicked issue

The Mar Menor is a living-lab of 
transition between hydrosocial 
assemblages

Loss of aquatic animals may act as 
trigger for multispecies justice
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